Crick woodlands entomological notes -September/October 2019
This may be the last insect notes for the year. Like me insects like warm weather and the nights
especially have been cold of late. I looked round the woods on a gloriously warm day in mid
September, but even so the insect life was less obvious.
The butterflies have all but finished for the year. The meadows have been mown and there are few
nectar sources now for them. I only saw a couple of Speckled Wood butterflies (Parange aegeria)
and no other species. Groups that were still easily seem were the flies, grasshoppers, shield bugs
and dragonflies.

In this photo of one of the still flowering umbellifers, there is a very honeybee like hoverfly on the
left (Eristalis abusivus) which lives as a larva in ditches and wet soil. At the bottom is the very
common male yellow dung fly (Scathophora stercoraria) (the female is a dull muddy green colour)
whose larvae develop in dung, especially of cows. And on the far right the unmistakable stripy
thorax and chequered abdomen of a Sarcophaga species, a Flesh Fly whose larvae feed on
animal corpses.
The other very common and obvious fly
at this time of year is the Cranefly (Tipula
paludosa) -right. The males have

squared off abdomens whilst the females have a dark pointed tip to theirs which is used to lay eggs
in the soil. The larvae are called leather-jackets and feed on plant roots. To the left is a smaller
crane fly that I cannot identify, but in this head on view you can see one of the two the little clublike halteres on the right under the main wing, which are remnants of the hind wings and help to
stabilise the insect in flight. All two winged flies have them.
Several other hoverflies are still
around. The small wasp like
Melanostoma scalare on the
buttercup and Melangyna cintra are

examples of
many similar
looking small
hoverflies which
are difficult to
identify.

But Rhinga
rostrata is far
easier, with its
very pronounced
‘nose’ to protect
its long
mouthparts
which you can
see in the photo
extracting nectar
from a thistle
flower.

Two shield bugs are around at the moment. The green shield bug (Palomena prasina) shown as
adult (left ) and nymph (right) is common autumnal species on nettles and some trees.

The redlegged shield bug (Pentatoma
rufipes) was seen in the Millennium Wood
on a bench. Easily identified by its large
squared shoulders, it has an omnivorous
diet feeding on both other insects and
plant sap.

The meadow grasshoppers are still active in
the grassland and the Common Darter
dragonfly (Sympetrum striolatum)
sometimes also rests at grass level where
its brown colouration makes it difficult to
see.

But I did manage to also snap it on the old
fallen tree up near the canal in the Jubilee
wood and another specimen in the
Millennium Wood.

Common Darter

Finally I want to mention some insects on oaks, more easily seen in the Millennium Wood trees.
There is a good relationship between how many insects a tree has associated with it and how long

the tree has been established in the UK. Being the oldest Oak has the greatest number of insects
specifically associated with it.
Although many oak insects feed on various bits of the tree the gall insects are quite fascinating.
I mentioned last month the
Knopper galls and one of the
leaf galls. They are both now
better developed. The
knopper galls are brown and
there is little to recognise the
acorn cup on which they
developed.
The doughnut shaped “silk
button galls produced by the
parasitic wasp Neuroterus
numismalis (below) are now
fully formed and will drop off
in the leaf litter and
overwinter in the leafmould.

In addition several
more galls can now
be seen on oak
trees.

Here there are two more galls.
On the left leaf are the
chinese hat like Spangle galls
produced by Neuroterus
quercus-baccarum . These
will turn redder as they
mature. And on the right leaf
a single Smooth spangle gall
caused by Neuroterus
albipes. Each small gall
contains a single developing
larva.

Developing buds are the

sites for oak apple galls
(Biorhizza pallida).
The ones on the twig are last
years and are now woody
whilst the other is growing
and will contain a number of
developing larvae.

